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SBIF Rollout
You are invited to the 2018 SBIF Kick O� event 
for the Commercial Avenue TIF district. �e Small 
Business Improvement Fund (SBIF) program uses 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) revenues to help 
owners of commercial and industrial properties 
within speci�c TIF districts to repair or remodel 
their facilities for their own business or on behalf 
of tenants. In addition to the SBIF presentation, the 
Women’s Business Development Center has gra-
ciously o�ered to present on “ScaleUp South Chica-
go”.  Join us on �ursday, January 11, 2018 from 6 
pm to 8 pm, at the MB Financial Bank Lobby located 
at 3030 E. 92nd Street for more information.

�e 10th Ward has successfully completed its second cycle 
(2017-2018) of Participatory Budgeting. Alderwoman Susan 
Sadlowski Garza has given community residents the oppor-
tunity to propose projects to be placed on a ballot, voted on, 
and then funded with one million dollars of the ‘Aldermanic 
Menu’ funding. Over the last six months community residents 
from all seven neighborhoods of the 10th Ward have met 
biweekly to plan capital improvement/infrastructure projects. 
Between November 13-22, 2017 constituents voted at multiple 
polling sites across the Ward and, for the �rst time, online. 

�e results are as follows: 60% of funding will be allocated to 
street resurfacing and sidewalks ($600,000), Breathing New 
Life on Torrence Ave (343 votes, $30,000), Light the Night 

(333 votes, $17,000), Baseball Field for George Wash-
ington High School (279 votes, $160,000), Exercise 
Stations along the Burnham Bike Path (217 votes, 
$85,000), and Commercial Ave Gateway Park (137 
votes, $100,000). Implementation will begin in 2018. 
To learn more about these projects and the PB Proc-
cess visit, www.aldssg.com or call: (773) 768-8138.

Participatory Budget 
Results in the 10th Ward

CRRC: Railcar Facility Update
On December 11th 2017, Alderwoman Garza and CRRC (CRRC Sifang 
America Incorporated) hosted a community meeting with more than 
300 community members in attendance to share construction updates 
and hiring plans for the new railcar assembly facility at 13535 S. Torrence 
Avenue. Construction is on schedule and CRRC will be hiring for manu-
facturing positions when the facility opens for production.

In a unique partnership with IBEW Local 134 and SMART Local 73, 
CRRC is working with union representatives to develop a hiring program 
that will identify and train individuals for the new positions, with a focus 
of hiring residents from the communities surrounding the facility. �e 
development of the hiring plans included a recent trip to CRRC’s manu-
facturing facility in Qingdao, China, where representatives of the unions 
toured the facilities and learned about CRRC’s manufacturing and as-
sembly procedures so they can be incorporated into the training program 
being developed for the new positions.

Please contact our o�ce for updates or join our newsletter subcription 
for more immediate news. Sign up by going to www.aldssg.com!

New Facility: Flex-N-Gate
Flex-N-Gate Chicago, LLC (a certi�ed minority company) has leased a 
290,000 square foot manufacturing facility at 2924 E. 126th Street and 
will take possession of the property on January 1st, 2018. �e primary 
operations would involve injection molding, assembly and just-in-time/
just-in-sequence supply of rear fascias and front end modules to Ford 
located within one mile of the facility. Facility rehabilitation would 
commence in early 2018 and be completed in the fall of 2018 with full 
production planned to begin in April of 2019. Renovations to the Facility 
would include new and enhanced energy-e�cient lighting and diverse 
miscellaneous investments required to establish a world-class manufac-
turing environment. 

At full production, employment is anticipated to be 335 full time equiv-
alent permanent jobs that would be new to the City of Chicago. Flex-N-
Gate Chicago, LLC would create 287 hourly jobs at an average wage of 
$18/hour, before customary employment bene�ts. Flex-N-Gate Chicago, 
LLC would also create 48 salaried positions that would pay an average 
annual salary of $65,000, with commensurate employment bene�ts.  
Flex-N-Gate Chicago, LLC would use NMTC �nancing to purchase, 
install, test and commission manufacturing equipment required to supply 
complex components. 

Top: Model plan of the CRRC Railcar Facility.
Bottom: 10th Ward residents learning about CRRC 
jobs. (December 11, 2017)

These are the Participatory Budget Results for the 2017-2018 Session (Cycle 2).

PB Cycle 1: Updates (2016-2017)

Dog Park
�e Chicago Park District created two site plans for the 
Dog Park in 2017. Both plans exceeded our $100,000 
budget allocation for the DFA (Dog Friendly Area). We 
are working with the Chicago Park District and the local 

organization ‘Dog Park Now’ to 
�nd additional funding sources 
and create a park within our bud-
get. We are expecting a new scope 
of work by January 2018. If addi-
tional funding is found, we plan to 
break ground in Spring 2018.

Community Identi�ers
�e community identi�er struc-
tures (“Welcoming” Signs) will 
be installed in South Chicago by 
Spring 2018. �e Chicago Depart-
ment of Transportation issued an 
RFP (Request for Proposal) which 
was submitted in July 2017. �e 
negotiation proccess was reviewed 
by September 2017 and is currently 
undergoing reviews for an architec-
tural design. We are expecting the 
�nal contract to be submitted for 
�nal approval soon. 

Emergency Heating Repair Program (EHR) is a grant program available to income-eligible Chicago homeowners for service 
to repair or replace their furnace or boiler heating system. Available on a �rst-come, �rst-served basis, from Nov. 1, 2017 to 
March 30, 2018. Applications packages are available by calling 311, walk-ins at DPD’s o�ce or visiting www.cityofchicago.org/
dpd. Open to Chicagoans who own and occupy a 1-to-4 unit residential property within the city limits, in habitable condition 
and not at risk of foreclosure. No commercial or mixed properties.

Shared Cost 
Sidewalk Program 2018

Opens to January 9, 2018
�e Shared Cost Sidewalk Program is a voluntary 
program in which property owners share the cost 
of sidewalk repair with the city, per square foot at a 
low cost. Senior citizens and persons with disabilities 
may qualify for a further discounted rate. On a �rst-
come, �rst-served basis and based on availability 
of funds. You are encouraged to apply early. If you 
applied for the program in previous years, you must 
apply again in 2018 if you wish to be considered for 
the 2018 program. Applications will only be accepted 
by calling 311 or www.cityofchicago.org/311. 

Emergency Heating Grant
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92nd Street Bridge
Bridge operations personnel reported that the 92nd Street bridge was experiencing un-
usual shaking during the bridge opening and closing operations. Upon further inspec-
tion, in house construction found that the pinion gears of both the east and west sides of 
the north leaf of the bridge were not meshing properly with the rack. �e pinion and the 
rack gears are part of the machinery that drives the bridge movements. �e gear teeth 
exhibited signi�cant wear and were at high risk of breaking during the operation. Due 
to the above concerns, the determination was made to raise the bridge and lock it in 
the open position until repairs are completed. CDOT hired a contractor and engineer-
ing �rm to remove the damaged gears, fabricate and install the replacement gears, and 
refurbish the racks. Due to typical lead times for custom fabrication, CDOT anticipated 
the project to take 6 months. On Dec. 4, 2017 the South gear was delivered. It is being 
aligned and fastened to the machinery girder and the south gear assembly is scheduled 
to be done before Christmas. �e north gear assembly is being delivered on Dec. 21, 
2017 and will be cribbed in place before Christmas. �e alignment will be performed 
the week of Dec. 26th and will take at least a week. �e fastening will take another 1-2 
weeks. Based on the projected schedule and weather permitting, we anticipate to reopen 
the bridge to tra�c on Jan. 17, 2018. 

100th Street Bridge
Emergency repairs were made to the 100th Street Bridge from Dec. 1-3. �e roadway    
and rear casting were repaired and the bridge is now open to tra�c.

130th Street Bridge
On Dec. 5, 2017 the 130th Street bridge was closed to tra�c while the bridges expan-   
sion joints were being fabricated and completely repaired. Our o�ce requested an    
24/7 crew to work on the bridge in order to expedite the repairs. Potholes were patched 
and the deck will be resurfaced in the Spring when the asphalt plants reopen. 

Safety First: Bridge Repair Update

Construction Updates
�is year proved to be a particularly busy year for road, water, and sewer projects. While 
these always come with the headache of restricted parking and closed lanes, several proj-
ects were completed this year, that should provide long lasting bene�ts. As you might have 
noticed driving around this summer, CDOT was able to complete upgrades at dozens of 
intersections throughout the ward with ADA (Americans with Disabilities) compliant 
ramps with the assistance of the Illinois Department of Transportation. 

Several major sewer and water mains were �nialized in 2017. In Hegewisch, 128th street 
received a new sewer main and was �nished with a “green” street, where rainfall drains 
directly into the soil preventing runo� that overloads the sewer system and contributes to 
basement �ooding. Similarly, 110th Street also received a new sewer main and the street 
was rebuilt, curb to curb from Avenue L to Stateline. 

Avenue M from 95th Street to 100th Street was also resurfaced this year, a�er we were able 
to request that the moratorium be li�ed to allow for resurfacing. Work was completed in 
June on what many in our Participatory Budgeting working groups said was the worst 
street in the ward. 
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10th Ward Frost Fest at Rowan Park  
(December 17, 2017)

10th Ward, Senior Holiday Luncheon 
at The Zone (December 14, 2017)

10th Ward, Veterans Appreciation 
Lucheon at Steve’s Lounge
(November 11, 2017)

SkyArt Mural on 91st Street and Houston, funded by Ald. Garza and DCASE

Although 2017 was a turbulent year nationally, I am proud to say that a�er two years 
in o�ce we are seeing positive changes across the 10th Ward. I have made sure that 
with every development in the ward, my four key principles: community engage-
ment, environmental protection, economic growth, and government transparency are 
always prioritized.
 
Earlier in the year we opted into the Neighborhood Arts Project by choosing to 
dedicate a portion of the 2017 10th Ward Menu funding to commission public art for 
the 10th Ward. �ese funds were matched by the Department of Cultural A�airs and 
Special Events. We chose to partner with SkyArt for their commitment to developing 
local artistic talent and their vision to beautify the neighborhood. �ey hired Chicago 
native Je� Zimmerman, who has achieved international recognition for his large scale 
murals. He worked with local youth to conceptualize, develop, and paint the large 
scale art piece. �e new mural is located on the external wall of the SkyArt building 
on 3026 E. 91st Street.

In South Deering, we worked extensively to �nd a business that could be successful on 
this long neglected business district. �ankfully, Dunkin Donuts and Baskin Robbins 
expressed interest and agreed to hire locally and landscape their location to provide 
an appealing street view. We are also excited about the new Big Marsh Bike Park, on 
11559 S. Stony Island Ave, that has hosted many bike races for cyclist of di�erent skill 
levels. If you are not a cyclist, check out the �ora and fauna of the park, some of the 
most diverse in the area.

Hegewisch Fest made a triumphant return to the neighborhood this summer thanks 
to the Hegewisch Business Association. Formed by the Alderwoman and local busi-
nesses, the Hegewisch Business Association is looking forward to further improve-
ments in Hegewisch and to sponsor additional community events and most impor-
tantly to continue to support small businesses in the area. 

A�er many years of seeing an empty lot on 95th and Colfax in Je�rey Manor, the Da-
Vita company has built a new facility to deliver dialysis services to patients in the area. 
We worked with them on issues of permits and landscape plans. We look forward to 
their success in the area.

It has been a pleasure to service every neighborhood in our ward. I look forward to 
another successful year in 2018.

In solidarity,

Ald�w�an Susan Sadl�ski G�za
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Emergency Heating Grant
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