
Bowen HS manufacturing students tour-
ing the CRRC Sifang Facility (Nov 15, 2019)

US Senator Tammy Duckworth, Lieutenant Governor 
Juliana Stratton, State Senator Robert Peters, Alderwoman Su-
san Sadlowski Garza, Illinois Deputy Treasurer Rodrigo Garcia, 
Mission President Kris Krane, and Policy Advisor Toi Hutchin-
son at Equity in the Cannabis Industry Event in the 10th Ward

Fair Work Week Ordinance passes in 
Committee on Workforce Development 
(July 24, 2019)

Calendar*
DATE EVENT LOCATION

January 17th • 6 pm - 9pm East Side Chamber - Board Members Installation Ceremony Crow Bar - 4001 E 106th St

Jan 22th • 6 pm 10th Ward Town Hall Meeting: Community & Safety George Washington HS - 3535 E 114th St

Feb 9th • 5 pm - 9 pm 2020 ESLL Baseball and Softball Evaluations Ho-Chunk Center - 10 Southland Drive

March 17th Presidential Primary Election Local Polling Place

April 11th • 10:30 am The Bush Easter Egg Hunt TBA

April 11th • 11:30 am-12:30 pm 10th Ward Easter Egg Hunt Calumet Park - 9801 S Ave G

April 18th • 6 pm - 12 am St. Kevin’s Annual Dinner Dance (Purchase Tickets at St. Kevin) Dynasty Banquets - 4125 Calumet Ave

April 18th • 9 am Hegewisch Little League Opening Day Baseball Field - 12700 S Carondolet

April 19th • 11 am - 1pm East Side Little League Parade/ Opening Day Tri Fields Complex - 11037 S Avenue H

May 1st •  9 am-1 pm 24th Annual Cinco de Mayo Senior Health Fair Victory Centre South Chicago - 3251 E 92nd

May 23rd & 24th • 12 pm - 3 pm ESLL All Star Weekend Tri Fields Complex - 11037 S Avenue H

Census 2020 in our Community

Capital Investment in Hegewisch: New Sewer Installation
Through the ‘Building a New Chicago’ infrastructure improvement program, we are pleased to announce the installation of the new 
sewer infrastructure in the Hegewisch area is now complete, including final restoration of the streets. Thank you for your patience 
and cooperation through this important infrastructure project, as well as your participation in our project notifications initiative. This 
project is essential to replacing aging infrastructure throughout our ward as some sewer lines were reaching approximately 100 
years old. Through this program, approximately 2 miles of sewer infrastructure was successfully replaced along the following streets:

     • E 127th from Muskegon to Brainard Ave
     • E 129th from Commercial Ave to Houston Ave
     • E 129th to E 130th & Commercial Ave
     • E 130th from Commercial to Saginaw Ave
     • E 131st from Manistee to Brainard Ave

*Calendar is consistently updated on: facebook.com/ssadlowskigarza 
and through weekly emails; calendar subject to change.
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As we welcome the new year, and a new decade, we mark the start 
of Census 2020. Every 10 years, the federal government conducts a 
“census,” or a count of the entire population of the United States. The 
Census counts everyone who lives in the country, regardless of their 
immigration or citizenship status. An accurate census count will ensure 
equal political representation and fair allocation of government resourc-
es.

For example, nearly 300 federal programs allocate around $700 billion a 
year based upon the Census. Funds are provided to state and local gov-
ernments who use that money to assist education, housing, and health 
care programs, as well as infrastructure and transportation. Census data 
is used to determine how many seats each state gets in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, and can redraw the boundaries of city, county, and 
state legislative districts.

Unfortunately, the Census has run into major issues with getting an 
accurate count of the population. In 2010, around one-third of Chica-

go’s population was not counted. In the South Chicago neighbor-
hood alone, for example, over 30% of people did not respond to 
the Census. As a result, an undercount of people can have real-life 
financial consequences, and hinder the long-term future of our 
neighborhoods.

The U.S. Census Bureau will mail postcards to every household in 
the United States starting in March. The postcard will request each 
household complete the survey by Census Day on April 1, 2020. You 
can complete the Census online, by telephone, or by mail. This is 
also the first year the census will be available online. You can fill out 
your survey using any internet-enabled device (cellphone, computer 
tablet, etc.). Please encourage your family, friends, and neighbors 
to fill out the Census 2020. Our goal is to encourage each and every 
resident of the 10th Ward to be counted, and ensure that we receive 
the economic, political, and social benefits we deserve. 

We will be working closely with organizations in South Chicago and 
across the ward to ensure our hard-to-count people are included in 
the census.

Beautification in South Chicago: Public Art Murals
This fall dozens of local and world-renowned artists descended onto “Steel City” to celebrate the annual International 
Meeting of Styles (MOS). Studio 93 in South Chicago hosted a beautification project to paint public art murals along 
the walls of the viaduct on 93rd and Commercial Avenue. 

The MOS is an international network of artists and aficionados that began in Germany in 2002. Brought together and 
inspired by their passion for art, MOS aims to create a forum for the international art community to exchange ideas, 
skills, and also to support intercultural exchange. In the spirit of cooperation and promotion, MOS has launched hun-
dreds of events in many countries across the Americas, Europe, and Asia.

Local artists chose to call the 93rd and Commercial viaduct site “Steel City” for the weekend to pay homage to the 
steel industry that once thrived in South Chicago. The artists were also addressing the need of public art in the neigh-
borhood as determined by a 2016 report by University of Illinois-Chicago Great Cities Institute titled “Commercial 
Avenue Revitalization Plan.”

Our office assisted the 93 Studio team to design a plan for the event and with logistics such as garbage/recycling can 
collection, permitting process, and a police liasion. We also provided snacks and lunch for the event. Over the week-
end, hundreds of people from across the city and region visited South Chicago to experience a world-class event and 
a one-of-a-kind opportunity to witness the installation of street art murals. 

If you have any questions or concerns 
regarding this project, please call 

the 10th Ward Office at (773) 768-8138.

If you would like to have any of your events featured in our Summer Newsletter,
please email us at ward10@cityofchicago.org with Subject: Summer Calendar.



LIHEAP Program 
Returns to Hegewisch

Inauguration of the 
New Southeast Side 
Food Pantry
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Letter from the AlderwomanCOMMUNITY 
HIGHLIGHTS

“Christmas in the Wards” sponsors gifts for 
10th Ward families (Dec 21, 2019)

Inaguration of Southeast Side of Chicago 
Food Pantry - Ribbon Cutting (Dec 10, 2019)

Holiday Party at Bradley Park (Dec 19, 2019)

Divvy hosts a community forum on Divvy 
bikes coming to the 10th Ward (Dec 16, 2019)

Claretian Associates is a finalist for the 
Pritzker Foundation (Dec 6, 2019)

A little over 7 months ago, I became Chairwoman of the City Council Committee on 
Workforce Development, which is responsible for increasing job opportunities for Chi-
cago workers and regulating benefits for City employees.

From the start, I made it my mission to make progressive changes to provide help for 
working families here in the 10th Ward, and across the City of Chicago. My first act as 
Chairwoman, I pushed to revive the Fair Workweek Ordinance that had languished in 
the City Council for years. The Fair Workweek Ordinance provides regular schedules 
for a wide variety of employees, including nurses, retail workers, and restaurant servers. 
As many of you have experienced, many corporate employers do not follow regular 
scheduling practices; even fewer provide more than a few days’ notice when you or a 
loved one may be scheduled to work. This can disrupt workers’ lives, preventing par-
ents from spending quality time with their children, reducing time for rest and relax-
ation, and keeping people from pursuing education and better job opportunities.

For two months, my team and I engaged in a marathon of negotiations with fellow 
aldermen, the Mayor’s Office, hospitals, businesses, non-profits, and even meeting 
one-on-one with Chicago workers and their families. On July 24th, 2019, I was proud to 
stand with Mayor Lori Lightfoot, and help pass the Chicago Fair Workweek Ordinance, 
the most expansive scheduling law in the United States. Starting in July 2020, employ-
ers with more than 250 employees will need to provide at least 10 days’ notice for all 
employees’ schedule. Employees will also be guaranteed a “right to rest,” with at least 
10 hours between the end of one full shift and the start of another. I believe this will 
provide a foundation for fairer working conditions across Chicago.

We continued the fight for working families by raising of the minimum wage in Chica-
go. Together with Alderwoman Sophia King (4th Ward), the Raise Chicago Coalition, 
SEIU Healthcare and the Chicago Federation of Labor, we sped up Chicago’s transition 
to a $15 minimum wage. Under the state’s minimum wage law, employees would not 
receive $15 per hour until the year 2025. However, we were determined to start putting 
money in the pockets of working families immediately as living costs rise throughout 
the city. Over some intense opposition from big corporations, I was humbled to see my 
fellow aldermen vote overwhelmingly to provide a raise to low wage workers across 
Chicago. Starting in July 2020, the Chicago minimum wage will rise to $14 per hour, 
and $15 in July 2021, four years earlier than the rest of Illinois. This is a major win for 
hard-working families in the 10th Ward, and will provide relief for hundreds of thou-
sands of workers across the city.

Looking forward to the year 2020, I am determined to keep fighting for this ward, and 
the working families who make it strong. I will work with NorthPoint Development to 
build two more buildings to bring more job opportunities to the 10th Ward. We look 
forward to working with Mayor Lightfoot to provide redevelopment opportunities for 
South Chicago through INVEST South/West, a $750 million partnership between the 
City of Chicago, private corporations, and community groups; We are also committed 
to working diligently on economic development across the 10th Ward by pursuing new 
opportunities for the US Steel South Works site, the proposed casino, and continuing 
education programs for CPS students and youth.

Early this fall, the 10th Ward office organized a 
collaboration with Centro Communitario Juan 
Diego (CCJD), a community organization in South 
Chicago, and the Hegewisch Business Association 
(HBA) to open a satellite office for the Low Income 
Home Energy Program (LIHEAP) in Hegewisch. 

LIHEAP is a state program aimed at helping fam-
ilies stay safe and warm by providing assistance 
with energy costs. CCJD has years of experience 
with the LIHEAP program, as well as trained staff 
dedicated to the application process. During 
our initial talks with Olivia Hernandez, executive 
director of CCJD, we learned that the center was 
more than happy to help open a satellite office 
in Hegewisch. Aja Hernandez, who facilitates the 
LIHEAP program at CCJD, informed our office on 
the requirements needed to open a location and 
gain  state approval. Aja will also be the contact 
person at the Hegewisch extension. 

During the initial phase, we had a difficult time 
finding a location that would be wheelchair 
accessible to residents and also pass the rigor-
ous inspection as set by the state of Illinois. After 

By providing working families with good-paying jobs, fair 
working conditions, and the ability to rise, we can help all 
10th Ward residents achieve their full potential and move 
Chicago forward towards fairness, equality, and transparency.

In solidarity,

Alderwoman Susan Sadlowski Garza

On January 1st, 2020, marijuana use officially 
became legal in the state of Illinois. Adults 21 
and over are now able to purchase or possess 
up to 30 grams, or about one ounce, of mari-
juana plant material, edibles totaling no more 
than 500mg of THC, and five grams of cannabis 
concentrate products. Non-Illinois residents will 
be able to purchase half those amounts. Those 
holding a medical marijuana license are able to 
purchase an “adequate supply” of marijuana, 
which usually translates to 2.5 usable ounces. A 
medical marijuana dispensary in South Chicago 
is 1 of 11 dispensaries that received a license to 
sell recreational marijuana.

conversations with various community 
leaders, the HBA offered to provide office 
space to house the LIHEAP satellite office 
in Hegewisch. 

After passing inspection and approval 
by the state, a ribbon cutting was held 
on Nov 25th, to inaugurate the extension 
office. 

HEGEWISCH LIHEAP SATELLITE SITE 
Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays

Hours: 2:30 pm - 5:00 pm
13256 S. Baltimore Ave

Ph: (773) 336-4493

It is with great pride that we announce the 
opening of the new Southeast Side Food 
Pantry, replacing the former St. Francis 
Food Pantry. In December 2018, Rose-
mary Arias, coordinator for the St. Francis 
Food Pantry, informed our office that it 
was given notice to shut down operations 
and relocate to a new location. Nearly 
200 families relied upon the St. Francis 
location for their food needs on a weekly 
basis, and the effects of the closing were 
felt immediately. 

Members of my staff and a group of local 
volunteers worked together to form a 
new non-profit corporation and secure a 
space for the new pantry. In conjunction 
with their efforts, Reserve Management 
Group generously offered a new location 
at 11401 S. Green Bay Avenue, the former 
administrative office of LTV Steel.

The Southeast Side of Chicago Food 
Pantry will be officially opening on 
January 15, 2019, and will service zip 
codes 60617 and 60633 on Wednesdays 
from 1PM - 3PM. Thanks to a success-
ful fundraiser, and due in large part to 
donations from Royal Bank, Vistra Energy, 
and St. Francis de Sales Class of 1966, the 
Southeast Side Food Pantry has received 
enough donations to operate for the next 
4 months. The Food Pantry is continuing 
to accept donations, and new volunteers 
to staff the location – those interested can 
contact sechifoodpantry@gmail.com with 
any questions or concerns.

THE SOUTHEAST SIDE OF CHICAGO 
FOOD PANTRY

11401 S. Green Bay Avenue
Distribution: Every Wednesday 1-3 PM

Phone: (773) 649-7612
Email: sechifoodpantry@gmail.com
Facebook: @sechicagofoodpantry

Claretian Associates of South Chicago has been 
named a finalist for the $10 million dollar prize 
awarded by the Pritzker Traubert Foundation.
They have proposed several projects to revitalize 
stretches of east 91st and 92nd streets near the 
lakefront. The projects would create new afford-
able housing, multi-family units, a grocery store, a 
recreation center, and a workforce development 
cafe. Angela Hurlock, executive director of Clare-
tian Associates told the Chicago Sun-Times, “our 
community has long been seen as the forgotten 
land, so this support will reinvigorate a small-
but-mighty section of our neighborhood.” We 

look forward to working with Claretian 
Associates and other organizations to im-
prove the quality of life for South Chicago 
residents. 

In addition to this progressive legislation, 
Governor JB Pritzker issued pardons for 
11,000 individuals with low-level cannabis 
convictions, making it an even brighter 
beginning to the new year.

Immigrant rights organizations across the 
state are warning undocumented immi-
grants to stay away from purchasing or 
carrying marijuana. As marijuana remains 
illegal under federal law, there is a possibili-
ty of negative consequences that can trigger 
deportation proceedings or affect natural-
ization efforts. 

Illinois marijuana shops sold more than 
$10.8 million worth of recreational cannabis 
in the first five days of sales, according to 
the state.

Hegewisch LIHEAP Satellite Site Ribbon 
Cutting (Nov 25, 2019)

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world: 
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”
                                                — Margaret Meads

Recreational Marijuana 
Legalized

TopBox Foods

Claretian Associates final-
ist win city-wide Award

TopBox Food bundles and sells high 
quality organic food for up to 40% less than 
retail and accepts cash, check, card, SNAP, 
and LINK when you pay at pick-up. Boxes 
are delivered monthly to Skyway Bowl 
(9915 S. Torrence) on Saturday mornings. 
TopBox’s goal is to provide healthy and 
affordable grocery boxes to food insecure 
neighborhoods. To place an order please 
pick a form at our office; call (312) 527-7890; 
or order online www.topboxfoods.com


